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~ Antisemitism accusations against

before Congress stood in stark con-
trast to the testimony of public school

separate hearing 1he
"nified School District su-

perintendent, Enikia Ford Morth-

had “refused” to discipline teach-
ers, including some who framed
the Hamas attack as “resistance” or
called Israel an “apartheid state” in
their classrooms.

Rachel Lerman, the center’s vice
chair and genernl counsel, said that
many Jewish families fee! like if an-
other gnoup were to face similar tar-
geting in schools, “we would see re-
sults”™

“It’s not about silencing speech,”
Lerman said. “It's about what's ap-

propriate in the classroom under
the school’s own rules and Califur-
nia’s own Jaws"

A confrontation over similar is
sues unfolded last week when Re-
publicans questioned Banks over
why he had reassigned, but not fired,

protested
ldm' who posted support for
Is'nd on social media.

Banks repeated that every school
employee is entitled to due
Inastrong union town like New York,
most teachers and principals are en-
titled to hearings where they can re-
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WHY DO STUDENTS t ﬂ‘ dll ["af h lle d S
WEAR ANIMAL sta poseE €m Or SCNnooi ieader
ACCESSORIES?
By TROY CLOSSON

It’s unclear why exactly stu- The New York
dents may chose to wear animal
accessories, or in some cases, be- Throughout a of congres-
have like animals. It’s also un- sional lmrinonboul what public
clear if students who do consid- and universities are doing to
er themselves “furries.” umhm antisemitism, Republicans.

But whether “furries” are in ’keep hammering school leaders on
Utah schools or not, the subcul- one question.
ture is real. The United Utah Why havent they fired educators
Furry Fandom, a furry com accused of antisemitism?
munity based in Salt Lake City, The accusations have come
compares the fandom to cosplay awave of demonstrations and discus-
- the practice of dressing up as sions about the Israel-Hamas war on
a character from a movie, book, the campuses of public schools and
or video game, typically done at universities. The Republicans:
conventions or events, the hearings have angued that school

“The only difference is furries administrators have not done enough
enjoy embodying chlmclvn that to discipline employees whose behay-
Jook and act like anthrog or they say AMANDA ANDRADE RNOADES.
phic animals,” the Utah l-‘urr;v ed free speech into antisemitichate  U.S. Rep. Elise Stefanik, R-N.Y., hokls a printout of a post from a New
Fandom website states, “Howev- speech and harassment. York teacher during a House subcommittee
er, most of the time, the charac- But even defining what sortsofac-  school district leaders on antisemitism in schools.
ters represented within the Fur- b\ﬁ:~<nxﬂsmedmm:mtnﬂlli‘u
ry Fandom are original creations.” also hotly (Hnm] parents, ad; are not do-

The website goes on to say that Jewish famili even get
most furries dress up as animals School k.ad\'ﬁh:l\vhadnmr“\ rllnfm(imlvsvdn theysayareal-  leaders at
for “performance art.” of esponses. Some have promisedto  Jowing hostle views towand Jewsto  Berkeley

“Unlike what politicians and crack down on indivi vname, fester ture halls.
the media might say, most fur- u{ulv.-mhwlmwn‘f\mdmmﬁ' Yet to some Arab and Muslim fami-

ries do not believe that they are
animals or that they identify as
animals.” the website states

Horsley said he can recall
one instance in which a Granite
School District student did con
sider themself a “furry,” but there
had been no “scratching or biting”
to speak of.

At the state level, USBE has re
ceived a total of two complaints
through its public education ho
tline concerning “furries” in pub-
Tic schools: Both were received in
mid-April and pertained to Mt
Nebo Middle School

“We are not aware of any oth
er concerns regarding ‘furries,”
said USBE communications co-
srdinator Kelsey James

In response to those com

aints, USBE officials said Su
perintendent Sydnee Dick
son and some board members
reached out to school and dis-
trict leadership to gather infor-
mation about the situation, and
to better ascertain what actions
and investigations were taking

any mﬁrm.mm about employee dis-
c
ipline

At one of the hearings at the Cap-
itol this month, the New York City
schools chief repeatedly leaned on
one Jegal phrase: due process.

“We do not have the authority -
just because 1 disagree — to just ter-
minate someone.,” said the chancel-
Jor. David Banks. “That s not 1)1 way
it works in our school

Ties, many Jeaders have gone too far
infringing on educators’ rights and
unevenly enforcing the rules about
what warrants discipline.

The tension over discipline is like
Iy to reemenge on the national stage
Kater this month, when the presidents

el. repeatedly declined to share
even broad details of punitive mea-
sures taken against district employ-
ees, noting that California has strict
confidentiality rules that govern per-
sonnel details.

The contrasting playbooks were
inparta n'ﬂnﬁun of the chasm be-

spond to accusations of misconduct
before officials impose discipline. in-
cuding firing them.

On an issve as sensitive as the Is
rael-Hamas war, it may be no sur-
prise that some families “may not
ever fieel the sanction was

of three more Rutgers,
Northwestern and UCLA. become

the next to testify in W Q’mm«m
\\"- i ot

Jegal
dards for public school districts and
higher education institutions. While

The different aches by

pub-
lic school and college administra-
tors. both to congressional question-
ing and to the discipline n«xr area
reflection of how discipline has be-
come one of the thorniest challeng:
es for schools trying to navigste ten
sions over the Israel-Hamas war.

As complaints rack up over teach-
ers who promote protests or profes-
sors who spar with students online,
Jeaders have been thrust into a deep-
1y charged issue touching on a com-
plex web of concerns. Among them
are gray areas of free speech rules.
emplovees union rights and heated
debates over contested phrases like

“from the river to the sea.”

To some Jewish students and
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ata hmm\L last
month, Columbia University’s pres
ident, Minouche Shafik. divulged
that two were under investigation
for making “discriminatory remarks”

One of them, who described
the Hamas-Jed attack on Isracl as
a “resistance offensive” in an arti
cle. would never work at the school
again, she said

Nine days later, the university s
senate accused the administration
of having breached professors’ due
process rights and their privacy

“These actions show little respect
for clearty established protocols.”
read a resolution approved by the
senate.

The Cotumibia keader's approoch

most professors are granted broad
rights to academic freedom. school-
teachers are far more constrained
in their choice of lessons, as well as
in their speech as public employins

Some episodes have centervd on
clearer cases of explicit hate speech
or antisemitic tropes. But many re-
volve around more nuanced situa
tions, such as how teachers have dis
ussed the war in history and social
<tudies courses or how their political
behavior — suchas o ongs
valkout to call for a cease-fire
Strip — may influence
students’ views.

In Berkeley. for example. the
Brandeis Center. a Jewish civil rights
group, filed a complaint eardier this
year, anguing in part that the district

2 an expertin echicational Jead

erhip

District leaders. though, must
strike a delicate balance. “People
have private lives,” she said. “and they

work in public schools

Some states like Massachusetts
broadly restrict all public employees
from political behavior during work
time. A teacher would not be allowed
to print pamphilets for a pro-Palestin
ian demonstration on a school com-
puter. for example. or seek to advance
pro-Israd views during dass time.
Stllexperts said the rules can be
murkicr for a teacher's sprech anline
arout of school hours. Many districts
have also previously given educators
Jeeway 1o show support for certain
political or social causes, like Black
Lives Matter or Ukraine in its war
with Russia

mask

Struggle with CPAP?
You're not alone.

Visit InspireSleepEvents.com
to register for a free event.

————
b

A
: n No

Hear from doctors and patients in your area about Inspire. {
an implanted device that works inside your body to treat

the root cause of obstructive sleep apnea

No hose. Just sleep

Inspire is not for everyone. Talk to your doctor

| 0 see if it's right for you, and review important {

safety information a1 InspireSleep.com

&% Inspire.




